
Guidelines for Economics PhD students 

To be able to maintain your status as a PhD student in good standing, you should adhere to the 

following simple guidelines. These guidelines are set to clarify the official rules set out in the Doctoral 

Regulation. If you would like to maintain your good standing, you may only deviate from these with 

prior consent of the PhD Committee. This memo is to be sent out every year to all PhD students.  

Attendance and presence 

● Students are to attend the departmental research seminars (brownbag and BESS). Attendance 

will be taken for those receiving a stipend, and they may not miss more than 20% of the 

presentations. Students not receiving a stipend are to make every effort to attend regularly.  

● Students receiving a stipend and those with teaching duties are expected to be available on 

campus during the terms. 

 Advising 

● Students are to have an Advisor by May 1st of their second year. Once their research plan has 

been approved in the Complex Exam, they are to meet their Advisor (preferably in person) on a 

monthly basis (including the summer) to discuss their progress. It is the student’s duty to ask for 

an appointment. If the Advisor is not responsive or not giving proper feedback, the PhD 

Committee should be notified. Beyond talking to the main Advisor, students are encouraged to 

consult other faculty members as well.   

Presentations and papers 

● During the first three years of their studies students are required to attend regularly and present 

their work in the Research Workshop at least twice a year. Students should discuss their 

presentation with their (preliminary) Advisor before the talk and invite their Advisor to attend 

their talk.  

● Students are to present their work annually at the brownbag seminar from the start of their 4th 

year while they are in an active student status. During 4th year the 3rd year paper can be 

presented, while in each consecutive years a new paper (not an updated version of an older 

one) is supposed to be handed in and presented. Thus you need one new paper (a future 

chapter of your dissertation) every year. 

● Students are to consult with their Advisor before the brownbag presentation to make sure the 

paper is suitable for presentation. The student has to forward the Advisor’s written approval to 

the  Brownbag Coordinator.  

● Papers are to be submitted to the PhD Coordinator, the Brownbag Coordinator and the assigned 

Reader a week before the presentation. In case the presentation is not ready in a written 

format, students are to formally request an extension for submission before the presentation. 

The maximum extension for submission is 1 month after the presentation.  

Teaching 

● Students carrying out TA duties are to reach out to the lecturing professor at least a week ahead 

of the first class to clarify their teaching duties. They should then follow the guidance of the 

professors. If the student thinks the instructions given by the professor are inappropriate in any 

respect, the PhD Committee should be promptly notified. Changes in the teaching schedule 

must be avoided, except in the case of unforeseen force majeure.  


