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International Economic Policy Seminar Series 

Winter AY 2017/18 

2 credits 

Course coordinator: Laszlo Matyas 

 

The main aim of this course is to give an insight into the most important issues faced by 

policy makers nowadays.  On the one hand, the course will provide basic knowledge on 

how and in what form the fundamental policy questions reveal themselves to the 

decision makers and what technical problems need to be addressed when making 

economic policy decisions. On the other hand, you will get insight into some of the most 

pressing economic policy questions and dilemmas, and, also, how different institutions 

and countries are dealing with them. 

The course will be delivered by a handful of internationally well know experts in a given 

well specified field of economic policy. 

Attendance in the lectures is mandatory, only 2 lectures can be missed overall. 

Attendance sheets will be taken. 

Lectures: 

 January 19th: Laszlo Matyas – Course Introduction (approx. 30 minutes) 

 January 25th and 26th: Julia Kiraly (Former Deputy Governor, National (Central) 
Bank of Hungary (2007-13), Non-Executive Director KBC Banking Group, 
Bruxelles);  

January 25: Monetary Policy – The Inflation Targeting Framework 
January 26: Monetary Policy and Central Banking after the Crisis 

 February 1st and 2nd: Marc Ivaldi (Toulouse School of Economics) 
February 1 and 2: Market Power and Cost Efficiency Analysis in 
Competition and Regulation Policy 

 February 15th and 16th: Laszlo Csaba (Former Hungarian Finance Minister  
(2002-04), KPMG Senior Partner and MD (2004-17)); 

February 15: EU-OECD Fight against Tax Evasion (OECD Base Erosion 
and Profit Shifting) 
February 16: FATCA (The US Data Gathering Policy) and the US Trump 
Administration Tax Initiatives 

 February 22nd and 23rd: Boris Vujcic (Governor, Croatian National (Central) 
Bank) 

 March 1st and 2nd: Chris Nash (University of Leeds) 
March 1: Introducing Competition in Rail Transport 
March 2: Assessing the Benefits of Rail Investment 
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 March 8th and 9th: Nikolaos Vettas (Athens University of Economics and 
Business) 

March 8 and 9: Competition and Regulation in Digital Markets 

The course will be assessed through a longer term-paper. 

1.  You will have to pick a topic preferably from the Seminar lectures. 

2.  Prepare a 20-22 pages term-paper related to that given topic.  Format of the 

term paper a) front page containing the title, author, a summary, and any 

acknowledgements and the date of its completion. b) the length should be 20-22 

pages with font size 10pts or 11pts, without the front page,  the reference list, 

and any large table or figure (with size of half a page or more). The Content of 

the paper must be the presentation and analysis of a well defined policy 

question/problem of your choice related to that topic. The paper should end with 

specific policy recommendation about the studied question/problem.  

3. The paper will be assessed on the basis of how well you can present the different 

aspects of a policy question/problem, and how deep and relevant your analysis 

is. Whenever feasible and possible the paper will be marked by the lecturer of 

the chosen topic or, if not, another expert in the field. The course coordinator 

then will normalize the marks given by the lecturers and assign the final course 

grades. 

4. You may approach any of the lecturers to give you some guidance on the chosen 

topic. You must realize however, that some of the lecturers are quite busy, so 

may not be able to help you or may not have time available for you. The course 

coordinator, however, is always at your disposal, should you have any question, 

problems or remarks. 

5. You may use this term paper, later on, as the basis of your MA dissertation, if 

you wish to do so. 

6. The deadline for the submission of the term-paper is 

 

 


